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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

Washington, De Co

3 Pebruary 1951

MEMORANDUM FOR: M¥r. Allen Evans, OIR
General John Weckerling, G=2
Captain Ray Malpass, ONI
Colonel Edward H. Porter, AFOIN

SUBJECT s NIEe=27s Chinese Commnist Capabilities
and Intentions with Respect to Taiwan

1. Suggested terms of reference for subject estimate
awg cnslosed for your consideration.

2, It is requested that your repregentative be pre-
pared to meet in Room 132 South Building, st 1000 on \
Wednesday, 7 Pebrusry 1951, to discuss these terms, ab

which time production responsibilities will also be
allocated,

FOR THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR NATIONAL ESTTMATESS

25X1A9%9a

Special Assistant

. cctAD/CI

i |
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

3 Februvary 1951

SUBJECT: DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE: NIE~278 CHINESE COMMINIST
INTENTIONS AND CAPABILITIES WITH RESPECT TO TAIWAN

THE FROBLEM

To estimate Chinese Cormmnist capabilities and intentions
with respect to sscuring econtrol over Taiwon, and the place
of Taiwan in over-all Comramist stratepic planning for 1951,

SCOPE

This estimate will asmess the probable importance to the
Chinese Communists and to the USSR of securing control over
Talvan during 1951, It will also oxamine Cemrnmist intentions
with respect to Taivan during 1951 in the 1ight of their own
announcenents and of intelligence indieations, In addition,
an estimte will be made of Cormunist capabilities for SeCUTw-
ing Ta.imn in the face of chinesa Natlonalist eapabilities
for defense, and in consideration of the other mjor commit-

SECRET
Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP79R01012A000700010030-9



-

P Approved For Relggse 2001/0mIA-RDP79ROL0;§2A000700010030-9

mente that the Chiness Cormmists may assume during the year,
Finplly, an astimate will be made of the probable role of
Taiwvan in over-ell Cammmist planning during 1951,

GUESTIONS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM

I, WHAT ARE COIMMNIST CHINAS CAPABILITIES gora SECURING
“"GONTROL OVER TALWANZ

A, VUhat Chiness Commmist resocurces are cvallabtle for
av. ageavlt on Talimn? |
1. Military strenpgth and disposition of forces.
2, liaterlift ecapability.
3. Air and naval support.

B, What are the demands on Chinese Coamunist resources
mde by other major commitments?
1. HNeeds of dorestic reconstrumetion,
2, Anti-guerrilla and bandit operaticms.
5« Tha Korean operation,
4. Othor possible sampaiens (1.e,, Indochina),

C, Iz Soviaet covert assistanse for an assnult on Taiwan
poscible?

D. What are Chiness Cormnmist capabilities for subversion

on Tafynn?
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E, What are Nationalist eapabilities to repel an assault?

¥, What are the deficiencies of the Nationalists which

would have to be met by US aid in order to repel an

assault?

II., WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF TA COIIUNIST CHINA AND
TO_THE_USSR?

A. From a political point of view, vhat 1s the relevonce

or importance of such factors ass

1

2,

30
4o

56

Removal of llationalist threat to internal Commmist
contrel?

Removal of Nationalist obstruotion to international
position of PRC?

Domestic prestige of PRC?

Reduction of faith of non-Comrnmnist Far East in

US will and ability to combat Commmnism?

Splitting of US and Western allles?

B, From a pilitary and gtrategie point of view, what is
the relevance of importance of such factors ass

1,

2,

Denial to the US of an importent air and submarine
basze for both offensive and defenaive operations?
Air base for attacks on Okinawm and the Philip-
pines?
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3, Submarine base for interdistion of US lines of
cormmication?

4o Neutralization of the US Pacifie defense system?

5., Springboard for aggression to the south?

A. Considerations of over-all Scviet policy,

B. Consideration of US commter-action,

IV, WHAT ARE COMAUIST CHINA'S APPARENT INTENTIONS WITH
BESPECT T0_TATWAN?

A, What are the announced intentions of the FRC?
1. As revealed in domestis propaganda,
2, As revealed in foreign propaganda,
3, As revealed in UN negotiations.
B, What intentions may be inferred frem tho present
status of military preperations?

V.

A, Vhat is the probable priority of Taiwan relative to
other Commmist objectives in 195172

-l
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B, What course of action ave the Commmists most likely
to adopt with respeect to Taivan in 19512
1. Politieal maneuver and negotiations?
2, Direct military assault? What would bo the probable
timing of an aasault?

w5 o
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